
Challenges of Sargassum 
Relocation 

 

Coastal Zone Management Dept. 



Operations are based on Mother Nature’s schedule! 



• Physical and environmental constraints 
•Timing- public usage, tidal events 
•Limited resources- personnel, equipment 
•Various and overlying layers of regulation at all levels 
•Resulting jurisdictional assertions by several agencies 
due to heightened sensitive matters 

Challenges: 



•Many narrow beaches along 
the Seawall 
•Adjustments to collection 
modes based on different areas 
 
 
 
 



•Limited stacking areas 
•Limited stacking areas 



•Timing to ensure public access 



•Availability of equipment and skilled Operators 
•Rental equipment is limited and costly 
•Subjection of equipment to extreme and harsh 
conditions. 
•Unforeseen fiscal adversity to budgets 
 
 



•Limited capabilities of equipment 



•Overwhelming migration of 
decomposed Sargassum and 
depositories. 



Public complaints: 
•Smell and unsightliness 
•Gnats! (though beneficial) 
•Restrictions on relocating 
•Dedication of time and effort to 
change negative public perception 
 
 



Proactive environmental 
measures: 
•Hiring of at least 15 experienced 
Wildlife/Sea Turtle Monitors 
(TAMUG students) 
•Strict adherence to advisements 
given by the Monitors 



SOLUTIONS 

•Receptiveness of new ideas-
departmental and public 



•Determining viability of new techniques 
prior to making significant investments in 
equipment and personnel.  



•Development and implementation of 
new and efficient modes of operations 
•Sound utilization of all available 
mechanized resources and personnel 



•Continuous flow of information: SEAS, NOAA, tidal predictions 
•Leverage of local partnerships to greatest extent possible- TAMUG, 
NMFS, USACE 
•Acting upon internal committee recommendations (BMAC) 



•Embracing the power of Mother Nature! 
 



Post-season integration of deposits 
onto the respective beach area. 


